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Queen of the Hurricanes: The Fearless Elsie MacGill
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OF WORK  OF REFORMATION AMONG FEMALE 
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those awarded, only Elsie and Margaret E. Ashdown received their 
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 115footnotes       |

Queen of the Hurricanes: The Fearless Elsie MacGill

footnotes
chapter 7

1  LAC MG31-K7 Volume 7, File 21: Speeches Given By E.G. 
MacGill to C.F.B.P.W.C Conferences, 1958-1964, 1975, “The 
Changing Pattern of Women’s Employment, Address by Miss 
Elsie Gregory MacGill, President of the CFBPWC to the Biennial 
Conference of the Business and Professional Women’s Clubs of 
Newfoundland, at the Banquet at the Newfoundland Hotel at St. 
John’s, Newfoundland at 7:30 PM on Saturday, October 19, 1963.

2  “B-P Women Elect Officers”, The Telegraph Journal, N.B., July 12, 
1962.

3  Some of the topics discussed included the possibility of expanding 
on the automation study which had been requested by the 
International Federation of Business and Professional Women 
(IFBPW) at the 1956 Montreal Congress, the composition of the 
Careers Preview program and the pending international resolutions 
for the upcoming IFBPW Congress in Oslo, Norway.  

The Business and Professional Woman Volume XXXIII, Number 
3, (March 1973); LAC MG31-K7 Volume 21, File 6:  Miscellaneous 
Notes and Memorandum, N.D., 1977.  For more information see: 
LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 15, File:  National Council of Women 
Liaison.  Minutes of Pre-Convention Board Meeting July 7-8, 1962, 
Algonquin Hotel, St. Andrews, New Brunswick.



116      |        queen of the hurricanes

4  “President’s Message”, The Business and Professional Woman, 
Volume XXVII, No. 12, (May-June 1962), 1.

5  The convention was held July 9-13, 1962, and Una MacLean 
Evans, as out-going national president, served as chair.  She had 
been elected in 1960 at the national convention in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.  

Forbes, Elizabeth, With Enthusiasm and Faith:  History of The 
Canadian Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs 
– La Fédération Canadienne des Clubs de Femmes de Carrières 
Libérales et Commerciales – 1930-1982, Book I, (Victoria:  The 
Canadian Federation of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, 1974),  89, 91-92, 132-133; “Politics and Status of Women 
Distinguish Career of BPW’s National President”, The Daily 
Gleaner, Tuesday, July 10, 1962.

6  Elsie assumed this role when the incumbent Senator Muriel 
McQueen Fergusson stepped down in 1961 on account of health 
reasons.  

Forbes, 91-92; LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 61, File:  International 
Federation Committee Miss Elsie Gregory MacGill July 1961-1962. 

7  “Convention Highlights”, The Business and Professional Woman, 
Volume XXVIII, No.1, (July-August 1962), 4. 

8  Esther Peterson broke through the glass ceiling in American 
politics when appointmented to President Kennedy’s cabinet.  As 
the only female member of the Canadian Parole Board, Mary 
Louise Lynch provided key information.  

Christine Lunardini, What Every American Should Know 
About Women’s History:  200 Events that Shaped Our Destiny, 
(Holbrook, Massachusetts:  BOB ADAMS, INC., 1994), 304;“Set 
For St. Andrews:  National B-P Women Open Biennial July 9”, The 
Telegraph-Journal, Saint John, N.B., Monday June 25, 1962; Forbes 
92.



 117footnotes       |

9  Both of these resolutions were sponsored by Elsie’s local club, 
the Toronto BPWC. LAC MG31-K7 Volume 7, File 15:  Index to 
Resolutions Adopted at Conventions 1930-1978, Resolution 1962-
20 LEGISLATION – ROYAL COMMISSION – Laws Affecting 
Dissolution of Marriage; Resolution 1962-22 LEGISLATION – 
ROYAL COMMISSION – Laws Affecting Abortion; LAC MG28 
I 55 Volume 20, File:  Publicity and Public Relations CFBPWC For 
Immediate Release, Ottawa, ON, August 3, 1962.  From Mrs. Beryl 
Darling, Chairman CFBPWC Committee on Publicity & Public 
Relations; Forbes, 92, 137.

10  “Disposition of Resolutions at the 18th Biennial CFBPWC 
National Convention at St. Andrews-by-the-Sea, July 9-13, 1962”, 
The Business and Professional Woman, Volume XXVIII, No. 1, 
(July/August 1962), 2.

11  In December 1962, the existing federation archives dating from 
1930 were transferred to the National Archives of Canada in 
Ottawa, Ontario.  

LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 17, File:  President Elsie MacGill, Fifth 
Progress Report, December 1962 from EGM to Members of the 
Board of Directors of CFBPWC; LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 17, File:  
President Elsie MacGill, Letter from Audrey Rider, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer to EGM, President, November 30, 1962.

12  LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 15, File:  Nominations 1962.

From 1956-1958 Elsie served as provincial president.  Nazla held 
this position between 1958 and 1960 and previously also served 
as president of the Toronto Club from 1949 to 1951.  By 2010, the 
TBPWC produced six national presidents including Margaret 
Hyndman, Maudie Baylay, Nazla Dane, Margaret Ashdown and 
Margaret Jackson.  The full Board of Directors during Elsie’s term 
included three Vice Presidents:  Louise Card (Membership, Club 
Extension), Eleanor Morley (Program and Projects) and Helen Yeo 
(United Nations Liaison); an Honorary Secretary-Treasurer:  Trecia 
Kyle; and a Finance Chairman:  Florence Bell.



118      |        queen of the hurricanes

Dormer Ellis, “BPW Canada:  Times Have Changed” An address 
presented at BPW Canada Convention, June 19, 2010, Horseshoe 
Valley, Ontario,  http://www.bpw-international.org/latest-news-
top/bpw-news/bpw-latest-news/615-canada-times-have-changed-
by-dormer-ellis  (Accessed April 3, 2011); “The Toronto Business 
and Professional Women’s Club:  Very Important Members”, 
http://www.bpwtoronto.com/hp_1.html (Accessed March 26, 
2011);Forbes, 92.

Nazla later served as the seventeenth national president of the 
CFBPWC during 1964-1966. She later served as vice president and 
president of the IFBPW.

Forbes, 134.

13  “B-P Women Elect Officers” The Telegraph Journal, St. John, 
N.B. July 12, 1962.

14   LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 10, File:  Immediate Past President 
E.G. MacGill.  “The Development of the Canadian Federation of 
Business and Professional Women’s Clubs from July 1962 to July 
1964 Inclusive”, prepared by Miss Elsie Gregory MacGill, President 
1962-1964.

15  Elsie noted to Dorothy Cadwell that due to hosting the 1957 
Provincial Conference in Ottawa they were in a good position 
to host the 1964 national convention.  Her survey gave her ideas 
for improvements, which she wanted to combine with fun and 
spontaneity. 

LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 37, Correspondence Conventions 1959-
1962, File: 1964 Correspondence.  Letter to Miss Dorothy Cadwell, 
Chairman Local Arrangements Convention 1964 Committee from 
EGM President, July 18, 1962.

Elsie would work with Dorothy Cadwell again in during the Royal 
Commission on the Status of Women.



 119footnotes       |

16  Despite the fact the CFBPWC was a women’s organization, 
chairman or chairmen was the accepted terminology.

17  Emphasis is Elsie’s.  “Look What You’ve Done, Miranda!”  
The Business and Professional Woman, Volume XXVIII, No. 3, 
(November-December, 1962), 1.

18  The study was one of the six areas in which the IFBPW had 
submitted information to the UN at the request of the Secretary 
General.  When the IFBPW receives such requests it seeks 
responses from its national bodies, such as CFPBWC.

LAC MG28 I 55, Volume 7, File:  Employment Conditions 1962-
1963,  Correspondence between Elsie Gregory MacGill and Una 
MacLean Evans regarding the U.N. Global Study on Occupational 
Opportunities, Letter to Una MacLean Evans from EGM, 
November 10, 1962; Deakin, 79-80;  LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 25, 
File:  Vice-President Nazla Dane:  Letter to EGM from Nazla 
Dane, October 12, 1962.

19  The CFBPWC had played a prominent role in the establishment 
of the Federal Women’s Bureau in 1954.  Upon creation of the 
Bureau, the CFBPWC established the Employment Conditions 
Committee with four priorities: equal pay, discrimination faced by 
married women, challenges related to women’s part-time work and 
work for married and/or older women.  

LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 32, File:  1952 Convention Vancouver, 
Resolutions to be Voted Upon at the Biennial Convention, July 
14-18, 1952, Resolution 1 (Vancouver), Resolution 8 (TBPWC); 
LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 33, Meeting 1953. LAC MG30 C 206, 
Volume 4, File 22: Personal – Testimonials to M. Royce – 1967, 
Letter to Marion Royce from Jessie Laventure, Past-President, The 
Business and Professional Women’s Club of Ottawa, Re:  Award 
of Life Membership, June 15, 1967; Letter to Marion Royce from 
Louise Card, CFBPWC President, Re: Award of Life Membership, 
May 25, 1967; Forbes, 82-3.



120      |        queen of the hurricanes

Marion Royce became a well-respected member of the 
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Victorian Prejudice’ Women’s Activism in Canadian Engineering 
during the Pioneering Decades (1970’s-80s), in Feminist History in 
Canada:  New Essays on Women, Gender, Work, and Nation, eds. 
Catherine Carstairs and Nancy Janovicek, (Vancouver:  UBC Press, 
2013), 218-236.

10   The TBPWC recently made part of her story accessible to the 
upcoming generations through the comprehensive history section 
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