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Queen of the Hurricanes: The Fearless Elsie MacGill
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62  The plan to establish the districts had been determined at during 
the Provincial Conference, but Elsie was charged as Provincial 
President to see it through.

LAC MG31-K7 Volume 8, File 21:  Miscellaneous Reports, 
Resolutions and Correspondence n.d., 1956-1980.  “President’s 
speech – Sixteenth Biennial Convention”, 2; LAC MG28 I 55 
Volume 36, File:  1958 Correspondence BPWCO – To Mrs. Eileen 
Williamson, Executive Secretary from EGM, President BPWC of 
Ontario, April 4, 1958; 

During her two-year mandate Elsie attended 8 regional meetings 
in 1957 and 9 in 1958.  The provincial conferences were held in 
Toronto, Ontario in 1956 (October 19-21), and in Ottawa, Ontario 
(October 18-20) in 1957.  At each conference there were more than 
250 members in attendance.

LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 36, File:  1958 Correspondence, REPORT 
Presented to the 16th Biennial Convention of the CFBPWCs at 
Edmonton, July 8-11, 1958 by EGM, 1956-1958 President of the 
BPWC of Ontario, April 2, 1958, 1-2; LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 
36, File:  1958 Correspondence, REPORT Presented to the 16th 
Biennial Convention of the CFBPWCs at Edmonton, July 8-11, 
1958 by EGM, 1956-1958 President of the BPWC of Ontario, April 
2, 1958, 4.

63  LAC MG31-K7 Volume 1, File 7:  CFBPWC Reports – 1956-
1958, 35; LAC MG31-K7 Volume 1, File 6:  CFBPWC Reports 
– 1956-1957.  “1957 Report”; LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 37, File: 1958 
Correspondence, B&P Objectives Achieved in 1956-1957, From:  
E.G. MacGill, President, BPWC of Ontario, April 2, 1957; B&P 



 107footnotes       |

Objectives Achieved in 1957/1958, From E.G. MacGill, President, 
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March 24, 1960.  At the March 1960 meeting Elsie was one of 
seven TBPWC members present with the OBPWC President Nazla 
Dane.

LAC MG28 I 55 Volume 37, File:  1960 Correspondence, BPWCO 
Summary of Briefs presented to Hon. Leslie M. Frost, Prime 
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OF WORK  OF REFORMATION AMONG FEMALE 
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still not serving as jurors.
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Origins and Legacy of the Fight for Legal Personhood, (Toronto:  
University of Toronto Press, 2007).
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with life membership since the award was first created in 1933.  Of 
those awarded, only Elsie and Margaret E. Ashdown received their 
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Forbes, 51-52.
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